THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
depositors, and as much paid in. As we have seen, it was found
that a balance always remained over, and the goldsmiths took
to lending this out at usury—never less than 8 per cent, and
often 10 per cent. The Government had to borrow from them
at such rates, and this vastly increased Charles's financial burdens
—for the bankers ate up the revenue, which became more and
more assigned to them in advance. They were the other great
menace to the King's position. The private espenditure on the
court was insignificant compared with the public.
The Triangle. The years 1667-70 form the first turning-
point in the reign. Charles then for the moment saved, by
exceedingly skilful diplomacy, what could be saved of the
monarchy; he had got rid of Clarendon, who had hitherto
managed English affairs, and his opportunity was the situation
in which his cousin, the young King of France, Louis XIV,
found himself.
Louis had married the King of Spain's daughter. The
Spanish Netherlands, that southern part of the Low Countries
which had remained loyal to its sovereign when the Northern
Dutch provinces made themselves independent, and which is
to-day called Belgium, included the province of Flanders on
their French frontier, with its chief town of Lille. By an old
local custom called * devolution,5 which might fairly be regarded
as extinct, Flanders had gone of old in some circumstances to
the women of the reigning families, and on the death of his
father-in-law, Philip IV of Spain, in 1665 Louis had claimed
this province for his wife. In 1667 he proceeded to enforce
the claim by war, and overran Flanders. The vast Spanish
Empire also included the French-speaking district of the Jura,
next to Switzerland. Louis was prepared to accept the Jura
instead of Spanish territory in the Netherlands. The Dutch
had allied themselves to Louis because they had always feared
the Spanish power, from which they had with great difficulty
separated themselves, but now Spain was in decay, and they
were more frightened of seeing France advancing to the south
of them; they prepared therefore to betray their ally.
Charles took advantage of all this. In late 1667 he told Ms
envoy at Brussels, Sir William Temple, to sound De Witt, of
die wealthy Dutch Republic, and propose an alliance between
Holland and England for stopping the war aad making Spain
accept Louis's offer. The Dutch were delighted at the chance
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